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MELBOURNE WELSH MALE CHOIR 
Po Box 14 Ringwood East 3135 www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au 

September Newsletter 2004 
 
 

Dear Friends of the Melbourne Welsh, 
 
Night of Song and Singer of the Year (SOTY) Concert 
Thanks to those friends who joined us, at Robert Blackwood Hall for our Annual Concert Night of Song 
and Singer of the Year Competition and made it such a success. Despite the cold and rainy weather, and 
the numerous counter attractions (such as Andrea Bocelli performing at the Tennis centre and the 
Geelong versus Essendon evening semi-final at the MCG), a large audience enjoyed a wonderful evening 
of song. 
It seems impossible, but the standard of the SOTY competition keeps getting better. This year we were 
treated to spine tingling performances from tenor Mark Fowler, soprano Kylie Pointer and baritone 
Christopher Tonkin. Those of us who heard their performances are convinced that these talented young 
performers have great careers ahead of them. The Choir is proud to have supported these artists by 
creating the ideal environment to showcase their talents (before a large and highly appreciative concert 
audience), as well as rewarding them financially for their performances.  
Our adjudicator - Elizabeth Mitchell, chose Mark Fowler, to be our 2004 Singer of the Year.  
As we have done in the past, we look forward to featuring the talents of these young singers, as guest 
artists of the Choir, in future concerts over the coming months.  
 
Keyboard tribute 
The Choir recognised the significance of the date (9/11) of the concert by including, a moving 
performance of “American Trilogy” which, as always, features a 24 bar improvisation by our 
accompanist Linda O’Brien. This particular rendition was made extremely poignant by the way in which 
Linda expertly wove a number of American tunes, including “New York, New York”, into the interlude. 
The choir is truly blessed to have such a talented artist as our accompanist. 
 
2004 Concert at Hamer Hall (formerly Melbourne Concert Hall) 
Faced with the seemingly impossible task of acquiring artists with the talent and drawing power to match 
the Choir’s previous Christmas concerts (with Judith Durham and Aled Jones), we believe we have 
succeeded in enhancing our reputation for providing a world-class evening of entertainment.  This year’s 
Christmas spectacular concert on Sunday December 5th 2004, will feature possibly the best known and 
best loved performers in Australia today - Peter Brocklehurst and Rhonda Burchmore  
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Peter Brocklehurst 
The “singing cobbler’s” rise to stardom has been well documented in the press and was featured in the 
ABC’s “Australian story”. His remarkable story is documented in a new book “Finding my voice”, which 
has just been released, and a new CD, to follow on from his chart topping first release “Boots and all”, 
will be available, from Sony records, later this year. 
So read the book, listen to the songs and come and see and hear the man in person onstage with the choir. 
Those friends who attended the choir’s SOTY concert were the first to be informed of our coup and 
following the announcement by our secretary, they were surprised and delighted by the appearance, out 
of the audience, of Peter and his music director, who came on stage to give us a sample of what we can 
expect in December.  
Still dressed in his overcoat Peter sang Mario Lanza’s famous hit, “Because”. The audience’ response 
was so enthusiastic that he was forced to give an encore - “Nessum Dorma”.  If the reaction of the 
audience to Peter’s performance was any indicator, then tickets to this performance are likely to be hard 
to get, so be sure to book early. 
Incidentally Peter tells us that he has recorded an interview with Andrew Denton, which will air later this 
year - so look out for this too. 
 
Rhonda Burchmore 
The Dynamic Diva - Rhonda is one of Australia’s best known and loved artists with a list of stage and 
television credits longer than your arm. Rhonda is no stranger to performing with the Melbourne Welsh 
Male Choir and, while this is the first time she has been a guest artist of the Choir, we have performed 
together in a number of gigs, ranging from Carols by Candlelight at Caulfield to the Royal Australian Air 
Force 75th Anniversary Concert at the Melbourne Tennis Centre. 
As a regular performer at Channel Nine’s Carols by Candlelight, she has known and worked with our 
Musical Director, Doug Heywood (who is the regular Choirmaster for that event) for many years. 
 
The Camerata Orchestra 
To provide the appropriate professional accompaniment for these famous artists, and the choir, we will 
once again have the services of the splendid 50-piece Camerata orchestra conducted by our own Douglas 
Heywood.  
 
Christmas Spectacular Concert Booking details 
 
The concert will be held on Sunday December 5 at Hamer Hall, Melbourne Arts Centre, beginning at 
2:00 p.m, featuring Australia's latest singing sensation Peter Brocklehurst and dynamic diva Rhonda 
Burchmore.  
Tickets are on sale from today and, as in previous years, discount priced “early-bird” special ticket prices 
will apply. If you order between now and October 11, you can have tickets for the following prices, 
including GST, and free of booking charges: 
 
 Premium       $64:00 (normally $79.00) 
A Reserve     $54:00 (normally $69.00) 
  
Until October 11 tickets can be ordered through our Ticket Secretary Irenee Owen, on (03) 9893 6016 
or email at ireneeo@optusnet.com.au. After October 11, tickets can only be purchased through 
Ticketmaster7. 
 
Update on recent Choir events 
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Yarra Valley venture 
In an attempt to widen our audience demographic, the choir recently ventured into new territory. For the 
first time, the choir gave Sunday afternoon concerts in the Yarra Valley (in June at the Healesville 
Memorial Hall and July at the Upper Yarra Arts Centre, Warburton). These concerts commenced at 2:30 
p.m., a time, which proved to be well suited to residents and visitors to this beautiful part of the world, 
since both concerts were sold out, and we have been invited back next year. 
Our inaugural Werribee Concert 
On the 8th of August the choir fulfilled the wish of one of our baritones – Ken Incledon to sing in his 
hometown of Werribee! The magnificent theatre at the Wyndham Cultural Centre proved to be splendid 
acoustically and such was the response from the large audience, that we have been contracted for a return 
concert next year. 
 
Supporting our Bendigo friends 
On 20th June the choir joined with Children’s choir of Bendigo in a fund raising concert at the Bendigo 
Arts Centre, to assist them generate funds to travel to the same Kathaumixw Festival in Powell River, 
British Columbia, Canada, which we attended (and had such a good time at) two years ago. While the 
Children’s choir did not win their section, they performed well, had a great musical experience and a very 
exciting and rewarding tour. One of their choir - soprano Janelle Hopman -  won the under 21 solo voice 
competition and the whole children’s choir played their role as ambassadors for Bendigo, Victoria and 
Australia. 

 

Choir’s 20th Anniversary 
To recognise the 20th anniversary of the formation of the Melbourne Welsh Male Voice Choir, we 
organised a small celebration at our home at Federation Estate, Ringwood, which included a mini concert 
performance by the choir followed by drinks and finger food. Guests included choristers’ wives and 
partners, previous choir members and their partners, representatives from Federation Estate and the 
Maroondah Council plus special friends who have been involved with the choir in the past, including 
current and previous Palliative Care representatives. 
A highlight of the evening was having all current and previous members of the Choir on stage for a 
stirring rendition of the Welsh National anthem “Mae hen wlad fy’n hadau”. The power and harmony 
from close to a hundred voices was wonderful to behold! 
 
Upcoming concerts and appearances 
 
Williamstown 
On Sunday 17th October the Choir will be returning to our Music Director’s local territory with an 
afternoon concert at Williamstown Town Hall sponsored by the Hobson’s Bay Council. 
 
Ballarat - Eureka 150 
The choir is rapidly establishing a reputation for being the organisation to use to set the scene for 
prestigious events. Following on from the re-opening of the reading room of the State library, the 
National Ford Suppliers conference, and the opening ceremony at the Commonwealth Law Conference, 
the choir has been engaged by the Victorian Government to play a major role in the commemoration of 
the 150th anniversary of the Eureka Stockade rebellion.  

For this major spectacle, the choir will be singing, at day break (5:00a.m.) on Friday morning 3rd of 
December, at the original location of the Eureka Stockade. While our appearance will be brief, we 
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understand there is likely to be nationwide and possibly worldwide TV coverage of the Eureka 150th 
anniversary celebrations, for which this will be the opening ceremony.  

 

Further information 

For up to date information about the choir please log on to our website at 
www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au .  

The site currently contains details of the winners of the Singer of the Year, as well as details of Peter 
Brocklehurst and Rhonda Burchmore 

Feedback is important to us so write or email us with your comments and we’ll be happy to respond.  

We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts. 

Iechyd da 

 

Gwyn Harper 

 
 

 


