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Dear friends of the Melbourne Welsh, 
This is our first letter since last year, so we would 
like to say thanks to those friends, who made our 
December Gala Concert with Aled Jones such a 
success. It was a delight to sing to two such large 
and appreciative audiences on the same day, and 
perform with such a talented and genuine 
personality as Aled, and of course, our friends from 
the Camerata orchestra. 

2004 Concert at Hamer Hall (formerly Melbourne 
Concert Hall) 

Following on from our previous year’s concert 
(March 2002 - with Judith Durham as our guest 
artist), we have now established a reputation, with 
the promoters and public, for having the ability to 
mount a high quality concert with an outstanding 
guest artist and draw large audiences. We plan to 
continue the tradition, so keep December 5th 2004 
free and watch this space for further details of this 
year’s concert and guest artist. 

Piano matters 

As many of our friends are aware, our talented 
pianist - Linda O’Brien, missed our Concert Hall 
performance with Aled Jones, as a result of a road 
accident two weeks before the concert, in which 
she broke her elbow. I am pleased to say that after 
a major operation, extensive physiotherapy and 
with incredible commitment on her part, she is 
back with us and playing as well as ever. We would 
like to thank Amanda Hodder and Liz Hanton who 
stood in for her and performed so well for us in her 
absence, but we are really pleased to have our 
“kitten of the keyboard”, with her flashing red hair, 
sensitive accompaniment and exciting solos, back 
with us again. 

Key events to date 
Some of the highlights of the year to date have 
included singing for the Ford Suppliers Awards 
dinner – where we shared the stage with the new 
Ford Territory, and the repeat of last year’s concert 
at St Mary’s Cathedral Geelong for senior citizen’s 
week (which was again sponsored by the Local 
Council and Tuckers Funerals). Because of the 
demand at last year’s concert, where people had to 
be turned away from the venue because of lack of 
space, this year we gave two concerts on the same 
day. The Choir found it truly rewarding to sing 
again in this great cathedral to a packed house 

(indeed with much of the audience once again 
standing in the aisles). 

Those of you who might like to sponsor a Choir 
concert or require a stirring choral performance to 
set the scene for a major dinner or conference 
please contact our Choir secretary Cyril Jones. 

Choir’s 20th Anniversary 

This year is the 20th anniversary of the formation 
of the Choir, so expect something special at our 
Annual Concert and Singer of the Year competition 
at the Blackwood Hall on September 11th.  This will 
be your first opportunity to acquire our new CD  
“Songs from the Heart”, which will feature many 
of the recent additions to the Choir’s repertoire 
such as “Jesus Christ SuperStar” and “Hine e 
Hine”, which have been requested by recent 
concert audiences as well as some tracks by 
Michelle Cook and Linda O’Brien. 

New website for the Choir 

The web surfers amongst you may have noticed the 
Choir has a new website  - 
www.melbournewelshchoir.com.au - which you 
might like to add to your browser’s favourites file.  
Feel free to send us a message with any comments 
about our new look website or indeed on any other 
aspect of the Choir, to the “Friends of the 
Melbourne Welsh” guest book section and we will 
guarantee to respond.  

By so doing, you also enable us to add your email 
address to our supporter database and this will 
allow us to email future communications (like this 
newsletter) to you directly. This saves on postage, 
while giving our friends and supporters a speedier 
form of interactive communication with the Choir. 

The website also includes entry forms for the 2004 
Singer of the Year competition which, as you are 
aware, culminates with the three finalists 
competing and being judged as part of the Choir’s 
annual concert at the Blackwood Hall, Monash 
University, Clayton. The list of previous winners, 
most of whom have gone on to perform with 
distinction on stages around the world, is also 
included on the website. 

The best bargain in entertainment in Melbourne on 
Thursday 9th and Friday 10th September is 
undoubtedly a seat at the elimination heats of the 
SOTY competition, which are held at Melba 
Conservatorium of Music, 45 York Street, 
Richmond.  



Entry is free to friends of the Choir and friends of 
the artists. Some of the best young talent both from 
Victoria and interstate perform in front of a small 
audience, vying to convince the adjudicator - 
Elizabeth Mitchell to choose them as one of the 3 
finalists to strut their stuff with the Choir on the 
Saturday night. 

I can assure you of great entertainment on each of 
the three nights. 

Forthcoming Choir commitments 
In an attempt to widen our audience pool, the Choir 
is venturing into new territories over the next few 
months. For the first time we will be giving two 
Sunday afternoon concerts (commencing at 2:30 
p.m.) in the Yarra Valley.   

We hope the day and time, are well suited to 
residents and visitors to this beautiful part of the 
world, wanting a wonderful afternoon’s 
entertainment. 

•  On the 13th June we will be performing at the 
Healesville Memorial Hall and on 

•  18th July the venue will be the Upper Yarra Arts 
Centre, Warburton 

Inaugural Werribee Concert 

On the 8th of August the Choir will fulfil the wish 
of one of our baritones - Ken Incledon - to sing in 
his home town of Werribee! The Choir has lots of 
friends and supporters in the west of Melbourne 
and has performed regularly at Williamstown and 
Geelong but never in Werribee! We are looking 
forward to singing in the magnificent theatre at the 
Wyndham Cultural Centre. 

Tickets for the Yarra Valley events can be obtained 
from our Ticket Secretary Irenee Owen on 9893-
6016, or Henry Verhoeven: . 5965-2274 mobile: 
0409 040 775 

For the Werribee concert contact the Wyndham 
Cultural Centre on 9742-6400 

Supporting our junior ambassadors 

The Choir has been in contact with the Bendigo 
Youth Choir, to see whether we could help them 
with a concert, they have scheduled for 20th June, 
in the Capitol Theatre, Bendigo. The proceeds from 
this concert will assist them in travelling to the 
same Kathaumixw International Music Festival in 
Powell River, British Columbia, Canada, which we 
attended (and had such wonderful experiences at) 
two years ago.  

We were pleased to accept the invitation to play a 
part in this concert and would encourage any of our 
friends in the Bendigo area to support these young 
choristers, for what, we are confident, will be a 
great musical experience and a very exciting and 
rewarding trip, as representatives of Victoria and 
Australia.  

Sally-Anne Russell, a great friend of the Choir 
(who was in Powell River with us two years ago), a 
winner of our Singer of the Year competition in 
1995 and one of the panel of adjudicators for 

Kathaumixw, will also be contributing her 
marvellous talent as a world-class mezzo-soprano. 

An open invitation to join the Choir 

Choirs such as ours see often see their numbers ebb 
and flow.  We are pleased that, at present, our ranks 
are swelling and you will observe a few new faces 
on stage, when you next see us perform. 
Nevertheless there is still room for more. A Welsh 
choir needs 50 or more voices to get that blend of 
harmony and power necessary to bring a tear to the 
eye (hiraeth) or passion to the soul (hwyl) and, in 
general, the greater the number of voices the better 
the sound. 

Being Welsh is not a requisite, and our current 
multicultural group includes representatives from 
England, Scotland, Ireland, New Zealand, Holland, 
Singapore, Samoa as well as the core group of 
Welshmen 

If you feel you would like to join a group like ours 
and experience the camaraderie and exhilaration 
that comes from being a part of the Melbourne 
Welsh Choir, then give us a call, or just turn up at 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Avenue, 
Ringwood on any Wednesday evening between 
7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. and experience it first 
hand.  You will be warmly welcomed, and if you 
make it on the first Wednesday of the month we’ll 
even treat you to tea and sandwiches. 

We look forward to seeing you and performing for 
you in the not too distant future. 

Iechyd Da  

 

Gwyn Harper 
 
 


