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Dear Friends of the Melbourne Welsh, 
Welcome to the Choir’s winter newsletter in our 21st year 
and what a “Coming of Age” it’s been. 
2004 ended with the choir and local Ballarat choral groups 
providing a fitting choral tribute at the dawn service to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Eureka stockade 
rebellion. 
With the mist rising from the lake surrounded by a large 
crowd, two aborigines with didgeridoos floating on a raft, 
the Victorian Premier and other dignitaries to one side and 
a massive Southern Cross flag flying above the Visitors 
Centre, the choir’s rendition of  “World in Union” has 
never been sung in a more poignant environment. 
A day later and we were back in harness at the Arts Centre 
performing with the Camerata orchestra at, what has now 
become, our traditional Christmas concert.  Our guest 
artists, Peter Brocklehurst and Rhonda Burchmore, were a 
delight to work with and captivated the enthusiastic Hamer 
Hall audience. For both of them it was the first time they 
had performed onstage with a full symphony orchestra and 
large male choir. 
We were delighted to see them both appear, on Christmas 
Eve in Channel Nine’s “Carols by Candlelight”, at the 
Myer Music bowl, with our own Doug Heywood as Choir 
master. 
Our summer holiday break away from rehearsals was 
interrupted by an urgent request to perform for a Tsunami 
Relief Concert at Box Hill Town Hall with a number of 
other local musical groups. Despite it being the holiday 
period, we were able to muster the majority of the choir 
and the full house at Box Hill appreciated our contribution 
to the event. The concert raised close to $10,000 for this 
worthy cause. 
Geelong Concerts 
The annual concert for the senior citizens of Geelong took 
place on Friday 18th March at the newly refurbished St 
Mary’s Cathedral, which has now been elevated to a 
“Basilica”. 
Because of the weekend commitments of the new Basilica, 
it was necessary to move the senior citizen’s concert to the 
Friday. With the refurbishment came new occupational 
health and safety rules, which no longer allow patrons to 
stand in the aisles. To accommodate the anticipated size of 
the audience, we agreed to perform two concerts at 2:00 
p.m. and 5:00 p.m. and while the Basilica was full for both 
performances, the audiences were more comfortably 
accommodated than in the past. 
Despite the difficulties many choristers had in rescheduling 
work commitments in order to perform on a weekday, the 
choir responded magnificently and an almost full 
complement of singers was available to receive standing 
ovations for what was a wonderful concert, in a splendid  
venue. Thanks once again to Tuckers Funerals for 
sponsoring this event. 

A weekend interstate 
On the weekend of the 28th May the choir sang once 
again in the Cultural Centre at Griffith in NSW. Those 
choristers who had been on previous visits looked 
forward eagerly to this trip, which is organised through 
the Rotary Club of Griffith, and were not disappointed. 
The hospitality of the local Club in billeting many of the 
choir members and their wives is legendary, and this year 
was no exception. A full house and a packed program, 
including a guest appearance by the local mixed choir, 
resulted in a thunderous applause and a number of 
encores. Celebrations continued afterward at the local 
services club (but the without a piano this year, the 
“afterglow” was somewhat muted). 
Return Visits 
Our Yarra Valley and Werribee concerts were such a hit 
with audiences in 2004 that in June 2005 we had return 
engagements to Healesville and the Wyndham Cultural 
Centre. These were, if anything, better attended than the 
initial concerts so they look like becoming a permanent 
part of our annual program.  
Warburton Concert – Sunday August 7th 2005 
For those of you who live in or near the Yarra Valley or 
those of you who plan to be there on Sunday 7th August, 
the choir will be giving a return concert at the Warburton 
Community Centre. This is a very cosy venue and seating 
is limited, so make sure you book early through our ticket 
secretary Irenee Owen on (03) 9893 6016 
The next Bryn Terfel? 
Rhys Meirion – tipped by the British press to be the next 
great Welsh opera star to command the world stage, will 
be one of our guest artists for our 2005 Christmas 
Concert at the Concert Hall. 
A younger version of his mentor - Bryn Terfel, who grew 
up in the same locality, and with a similar pedigree, this 
talented Welsh tenor is making waves on the British and 
international opera scene. Those of you who watched the 
hit BBC Channel 4 show “Operatunity” will know that 
the competition winners’ (Jane Gilchrist and Denise 
Leigh) prize was to take part in the English National 
Opera’s performance of Rigoletto where Rhys performed 
the leading role of the Duke. Others may have heard the 
recording “Benedictus” where he appears both as a soloist 
and in duets with Bryn Terfel. 
We are delighted to be able to have him perform with us 
just after he completes his commitments with Opera 
Australia as Rodolfo in “La Boheme” and Romeo in 
“Romeo and Juliet” 
His fellow star from Opera Australia and a great friend of 
the choir – Sally-Anne Russell will be our other guest. 
Sally-Anne’s career has blossomed and taken her all 
around the world since she first won our Singer of the 
Year prize in 1995 and appeared on our “Senzenina” 
recording released in 1997. Since then you may have 



heard her ABC recordings with Sara Macliver - “Bach Aria 
and Duets” which topped the Classical Charts and the 
newly-released  sequel “Baroque Duets” 
Book your tickets now for the choir’s Christmas concert 
with these two fine artists who are both reaching the peak 
of their profession – we may not be able to afford them in 
years to come! 
For tickets to these performances please contact our ticket 
secretary – Irenee Lloyd on (03) 9893-6016 or 
Ticketmaster.  
Singer of the Year 2005 - Saturday 17th September 
While the Choir’s Annual Concert and Singer of the Year 
competition continues grow in popularity and attracts the 
best of local and interstate talent, this year we have an 
added attraction. International choral conductor, arranger, 
UK TV interviewer, writer, raconteur and adjudicator  - 
such are the qualifications of our patron and great friend of 
the choir - Alwyn Humphries.  
Alwyn has recently retired as Musical Director of the 
Morriston Orpheus Choir after 25 years and was delighted 
to accept our invitation to be a part of this year’s Singer of 
the Year - a concept that he introduced to the Morriston. 
While his main role will be as guest adjudicator, you can 
expect him to take the conductor’s rostrum and the 
conductor’s baton at some stage during the evening and I 
am sure we are in for a very special evening. Tickets are 
now on sale @ $30ea. but a 10% “Early Bird” discount 
will apply to tickets purchased before July 31st. As an 
incentive for groups, a 10% discount will apply to 
orders of 10 or more. The “Early Bird” and group 
discounts can be cumulative so if you are a group of 10 
or more and book before July 31st then you will be 
entitled to a 20% discount. Children under the age of 12 
are free. (Booking form below) 
Telephone Bookings from Ticket Secretary Irenee Owen, 
Telephone: 9893-6016 or email her at 
ireneeo@optusnet.com.au 

Interested in joining the choir? 
The choir continues to grow in terms of numbers but we 
still need more members. 
If you are interested in possibly joining the choir, contact 
our secretary Cyril Jones on 9870 0318, or just come along 
and sit in on our regular Wednesday night rehearsals at 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. We 
will be pleased to see you and you will be made most 
welcome (especially if you’re a tenor!). 
Whatever your level of musical competence you will 
experience possibly the best choral conductor and 
accompanist in Melbourne, a great environment and a 
group of dedicated and talented choristers, many of whom 
had no formal musical training, who enjoy what they do 
and are keen to help the choir achieve new heights. 
For those who simply want to see and hear the choir 
rehearsing, come and see us at the Maroondah Winterfest 
on Wedneday July 13 at 7.30 pm at Federation Estate, 
Greenwood Ave. Ringwood. . You’ll see how a four-part 
harmony, male voice musical arrangement is developed to 
the polished state you’ve seen on stage. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts. 
Communication 
The choir depends on ticket sales to its concerts for 
income, so your patronage is key to our survival and 
growth. Feel free to copy or circulate this newsletter to 
any of your friends and if you would like us to add them 
to our distribution list then let us know. Email and the 
internet is our preferred way of communication with our 
supporters so write to us and let us know what you think 
of our performances, introduce us to your friends and tell 
us what you would like us to perform at forthcoming 
events. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts. 
 
Iechyd da 
Gwyn Harper 
 
ANNUAL CONCERT & SINGER OF THE YEAR, 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2005 
 

Tickets purchased before July 31 discounted by 10% 
 
Please tear off and mail to: Melbourne Welsh Male 
Choir, PO Box 14 Ringwood East 3135 
Mark attention Irenee Owen. Please include a pre-
stamped, self-addressed envelope for the return of 
tickets.  
Please supply ........…….tickets @ $30.00ea.  
Total $ .................  
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Expiry Date 
 
Name on Card 
 
 
 
If paying by cheque, please make out to: 
Melbourne Welsh Male Choir 

 

 


