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                                       Dear Friends of the Melbourne                
                             Welsh, welcome to our 2008 summer  
             newsletter. 

               Our new Music Director 

 As many of our friends   will 
know, after an exhaustive search 
and audition process, the Choir 
has recently appointed as our 
new Music Director  - Lucas 
de Jong.

 Lucas is a highly accomplished 
professional musician with 
more than 20 years Australian 
and international experience as a 
principal operatic baritone and classical 
voice teacher.  

 During his distinguished career, he  has performed 
with some of the world’s leading opera companies, including 
Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Glyndebourne Festival 
Opera, English National Opera and Welsh National Opera.  He 
has also performed in Australia with Opera Australia, Victoria 
State Opera, Opera Queensland and West Australian Opera. 

 He is currently a classical voice teacher and conductor 
for the School of Music at Monash University and privately.  
Current students have achieved roles in Opera Australia and 
Opera Melbourne productions. 

 Lucas could not have had a more difficult introduction to the 
Choir. Four concerts within the first 3 months with the Choir, 
including one with the Dandenong Brass band – a new and 
challenging experience for the Choir.  In addition, in November, 
Lucas had to demonstrate to Dr Haydn James, (Music Director 
of the London Welsh Male Choir and the conductor of the 
massed Choir for the 18th October 2008 concert in the Albert 
Hall London) that we were well advanced in learning the 19 
numbers in the repertoire for that concert, the majority of which 
were new to us.

 It is a tribute to Lucas’ musicianship, energy and commitment 
that the choir has received plaudits for all of it’s performances 
to date under his baton. 

  Dr Haydn James was delighted with our progress and 
our audiences will hear a very different program over the 
coming  months, as we incorporate many of the new songs, 
to be performed at the Albert Hall, in our repertoire.

 In 2008 Lucas will be preparing the Melbourne Welsh 
for the tour to the UK and will introduce some new 
repertoire.  At Monash University he will be preparing 
their Opera Ensemble to perform ‘Orpheus in the 
Underworld’.  For Melbourne Opera in March he will be 
performing the role of Marcello in ‘La Bohème’ and for 
Opera Queensland in October he will be performing the 
role of Ping in Puccini’s ‘Turandot’.

 Since starting his role with Melbourne Welsh, Lucas 
has enjoyed getting to know the Choir and the repertoire.  
He is looking forward to developing the Choir’s talent 
and lifting the performance standards.  We are delighted 
with his vision and enthusiasm to date and are looking 
forward to a fruitful and rewarding relationship that will 
last for years to come.
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Recent Concerts 

 Our now traditional, two-concerts-in-one- day, in the 
lovely St Mary’s Cathedral in Geelong, (sponsored by 
Tucker’s Funerals) was held on Friday 5th October and, 
as usual, the packed audience gave us a rousing welcome. 
This was the last concert under our interim conductor - 
Ray Kitto’s - baton and the newly refurbished Cathedral 
resounded to the Choir’s anthems and to our two soloists 
Linda O’Brien and Ron Caffyn. It’s a difficult place to fit 
a choir of our size, but a marvellous place to sing.

 On the 27th of October the Choir travelled to the Drum 
Theatre in Dandenong for a concert with the City of 
Greater Dandenong Brass Band, who had given us a taste 
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of their talent at the Choir’s “Singer of the Year” concert.  
The performance, which was the first under Lucas’ 
stewardship, more than lived up to expectations and the 
audience were treated to a great selection of choral, band 
and combined items. 

Our relationship with the RACV continues to flourish and 
we were delighted to be part of the festivities associated 
with the rally, organised by the RACV Foundation and 
the Association of Motoring Clubs, on Saturday the 28th 
October, which started at the RACV City Club and ended 
at the RACV’s beautiful resort at Cape Schanck.  Despite 
this being the day following the Dandenong concert the 
Choir was in good voice and a great time was had by all.

Our Choir physician and baritone, Dr. Doug Utley was 
responsible for the invitation to the Choir to perform the 
Christmas concert at North Ringwood Uniting Church. 
Lauren Oldham was our soloist at this concert.

For our December concert, the Choir returned to 
Healesville, where the audience were treated to a varied 
program, which included carols, African chants and some 
interesting lighting effects as part of “the Creation”.  Our 
soloist, the lovely Beth Williams, in addition to singing 
with the Choir and having her own solo items, also sang a 
duet with Lucas, which received a standing ovation.

Our 2008 Concert Programme

 The Choir’s concert programme for 2008 commences 
with the Saint David’s Day Gala Concert at Malvern 
Town Hall (which has been refurbished with new air 
conditioning), and promises to be a very special occasion. 
The schedule for the first half of 2008 is as follows:
Saturday 1st March Malvern Town Hall  7:30 pm 
Sunday 16th March  Mont De Lancey 2:00 pm
Sunday 6th April  Karalyka Theatre Ringwood t.b.a
Sunday   4th May  RACV City Club 2:30 pm
Sunday 8th June  Malvern Town Hall (w/- Brass band)t.b.a
Saturday 14th June  Wyndham Cultural Centre 8:00 pm

 Contact our ticket secretary Irenee Owen on (03) 
9893 6016 to book tickets for these concerts.  For further 
details of these and other later concerts please look up our 
website www.melbournewelsh.com.au or ask any Choir 
member.

Sponsorship and booking the Choir for a concert

 The Choir depends on ticket sales to its concerts for 
most of its income, so your patronage is key to our survival 
and growth.  Sponsorship opportunities are available for 
those friends who would like the Choir to showcase their 
company or products.  

 We typically perform in front of a total audience of 
3000 to 5000 patrons in any year dependent on the number 
of major concerts and overseas trips we undertake.  In 
addition our newsletters and website reach many more.  

St David’s Day Gala Concert  Malvern Town Hall 7.30pm Saturday 1st March

 If you would like more details of sponsorship options 
please contact our secretary, Barrie Pickersgill 9870 8891.  

 The Choir has had many promotional roles during 
its history from appearing in Twinings Tea Television 
Commercial, opening an International Medical 
conference or a welcoming a Commonwealth Games 
Team.  So if you want a choir for a two-hour concert or 
a two-minute commercial, please contact Barrie and we 
will be happy to oblige.

Interested in joining the Choir?

 Under Lucas’ stewardship the Choir membership 
continues to grow and we are always on the look out for new 
members.  If you are interested in joining the Choir, give our 
secretary a call or just come along and sit in on our regular 
Wednesday night rehearsals (7:00 p.m. till 10:00 p.m.) at 
Federation Estate, 32 Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood.  

 We will be pleased to see you and you will be made most 
welcome.  Whatever your level of musical competence, 
you will have the opportunity of singing with a group of 
friendly and dedicated choristers under an experienced 
conductor and vocal coach, with a superb accompanist, 
in a great venue.

 If you simply want to see and hear the Choir rehears-
ing, please come along.  Visitors are always welcome. 

Feedback

 Your opinion is important to us.  Email or write to us 
and let us know what you think of our performances, in-
troduce us to your friends and tell us what you would like 
us to perform at forthcoming events.

 We look forward to seeing you at one of our concerts.
Iechyd da

Gwyn Harper


